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What is ICPI ?
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The International College of
Pharmaceutical Innovation (ICPI) is the
first Sino—foreign joint educational
institute established by Soochow
University (SU) and RCSI University of
Medicine and Health Sciences. It is
located at the Future Campus of Soochow
University in Wujiang District. ICPI
combines the educational and research
pedigree and expertise of SU and RCSI to
deliver high—quality international
education, aiming to empower the
graduates to meet the needs of China's

healthcare and pharmaceutical industries.
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PI Developments

Since 2012, Soochow University and RCSI
have been engaged in research exchanges,
collaborative visits, and joint talent
training. In 2015, the two universities
signed a memorandum of cooperation,
formally establishing a close cooperative
relationship. In recent years, the two
universities have actively carried out high—
level visits, academic exchanges between
faculty and students, and joint training
programs. More than 80 faculty and
student exchanges have taken place, and
they have successfully applied for and
received funding from the Erasmus+
programme twice, as well as approval for
an innovative talent training project from
China Scholarship Council. Additionally
Professor John Waddington from RCSI was
granted a position at the "Suzhou Foreign
Academician Workstation" at Soochow
University. Based on nearly 10 years of
cooperation, the two universities signed a
framework agreement for the Sino—foreign
joint educational institute in 2020,
submitted the application to Ministry of
Education in 2022, and got the official
approval in April 2023.
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Partner University
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Soochow University

A “Double First—-Class” University
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Soochow University is located in Suzhou, a
historical city known as the "Heaven on
Earth." It is one of the pioneer universities
included in the national "211 Project" and
the "2011 Plan." It is jointly funded by the
Ministry of Education and the Jiangsu
Provincial People's Government. The
university is part of the "Double First—
Class" initiative and is co—constructed by
the National Space Administration. It is a
key comprehensive university in Jiangsu
Province. The university currently has 1
national first—class discipline, four national
key disciplines, twenty advantageous
disciplines in Jiangsu universities, and six
key disciplines in Jiangsu Province's "14th
Five—Year Plan." As of now, nineteen
disciplines at Soochow University,
including Chemistry, Materials Science,
Clinical Medicine, Pharmacology and

Toxicology, Physics, Engineering, Biology
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and Biochemistry, Pharmacology,
Neuroscience and Behavioral Sciences,
Molecular Biology and Genetics,
Immunology, Mathematics, Computer
Science, Agricultural Science,
Environmental Science and Ecology,
General Social Sciences, Interdisciplinary
Studies, Psychiatry and Psychology,
Microbiology, and Botany and Zoology, are
among the top 1% based on the Essential
Science Indicators (ESI) globally, with five
disciplines ranking in the top 1%eo.

The university currently has 6,034 faculty
members, including 3,518 full-time
teachers, among whom there are 1 Nobel
Prize laureate, ten academicians of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences and the
Chinese Academy of Engineering, thirteen
academicians from developed countries,

thirty—nine recipients of the National

Science Fund for Distinguished Young
Scholars, forty—six recipients of the
National Science Fund for Excellent Young
Scholars, sixteen leading talents of the
"Ten Thousand Talents Program," and nine
outstanding young talents of the "Ten
Thousand Talents Program," totaling over
350 national-level talents.

The Pharmacy discipline at Soochow
University ranks in the top tier in the fifth
round of national discipline evaluation, with
its Pharmacology and Toxicology ranking in
the top 1%o globally in ESI. It is a key
advantageous discipline in Jiangsu
Province accredited as a national first—
class undergraduate programme, a Jiangsu
university brand major, an international
talent training brand major, and a base for
training top—notch talents in pharmacy. It

has formed a complete talent training
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system from undergraduate to doctoral
and post-doctoral levels. With a first—class
pharmaceutical research platform,
including eight national-level and four
provincial-level research centres,
Soochow University has achieved
outstanding results in research areas such
as neurological and psychiatric diseases,
tumors, blood disorders,
biopharmaceutical development, and novel

drug delivery system.
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A World—-Renowned

Medical University in Ireland
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Headquartered in Dublin, Ireland, RCSI
University of Medicine and Health Sciences
is driven by a deeply rooted sense of
professional responsibility for enhancing
human health through education, research
and service. Founded as the national
training body for surgery in Ireland, RCSI has
been at the forefront of healthcare
education and research since 1784. It is a
world-renowned international institution
dedicated to training high—end talents. It is
Ireland's largest and most prestigious
medical school, ranking 201-250 globally in
the Times Higher Education (THE) World
University Rankings, and 101-200 in THE
World University Impact Rankings. It ranks
first globally in "Good Health and Well
Being" impact and first in Ireland for "paper
citation rates". RCSl is at the forefront of
cardiovascular pharmacology,
neuropharmacology, tumor pharmacology,
regenerative medicine, and other fields, with
a field—weighted citation impact of 3.01 in
pharmaceutical-related research papers,
three times the world average. Its research
results influence medical decision—-making

by organizations such as the World Health
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Organization, the United Nations, the

European Union, and the Centres for Disease
Control and Prevention in the United States.
RCSI is a highly internationalized university
with three overseas campuses in Bahrain,
Dubai and Malaysia. It collaborates with
world—-renowned universities and institutes
such as Columbia University, University of
Pennsylvania, Tufts University, Johns
Hopkins University, and Mayo Clinic for
student internships and cooperative training.
RCSI is committed to providing patient—
centered, comprehensive, integrated
teaching and research, encouraging future
healthcare professionals to become lifelong
learners and stay current in their respective
fields. It actively participates in the
development of Ireland's pharmacy
professional training standards and industry
regulations, making it an internationally
recognized leading centre for pharmaceutical
education, research, and innovation.

Ireland is adjacent to the United Kingdom
and shares a similar education system. It is
the only country in Europe where English is
the native language besides the UK. With the

Irish government's continued significant



investment in education, all universities in

Ireland rank within the top 5% globally,
making it the country with the highest
proportion of the population receiving
higher education in Europe.

Ireland has a well-developed high—tech
industry. It is often referred to as the
"European Silicon Valley." High—tech
companies such as Google, Apple, Twitter,
Amazon, and Facebook have established
their European headquarters in Ireland.
Ireland boasts numerous internationally
renowned pharmaceutical companies as well
as domestic pharmaceutical enterprises,
with a complete industry chain covering
drug research and development, production

and sales. Currently, the pharmaceutical

industry, primarily focused on basic
pharmaceutical products and formulations,
has become Ireland's largest pillar industry,
accounting for over 40% of its total
industrial output value. Nine out of the
world's top ten pharmaceutical companies
have manufacturing facilities in Ireland,
including Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson, Roche,
Novartis, and AbbVie. Medical and
pharmaceutical products are Ireland's most
significant export commodities. According
to data from Eurostat (Statistical Office of
the European Union), Ireland has become
the world's third—largest exporter of

pharmaceuticals since 2020.
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Based on the future industry needs, ICPI
has always adhered to the concept of
“innovation, cooperation and excellence”
in education. The college strives to lead
transformative changes in pharmaceutical
education and research by focusing on the
forefront of scientific research, creating
an international education environment,
and building a global faculty team. ICPI is
committed to developing top-notch
innovative pharmaceutical talents with
global competence and professional

knowledge.
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Dual Registrations &
Degrees
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ICPI takes full advantage of the academic
resources of both universities. Students
are registered as both SU and RCSI
students and can access the resources of
both institutions during their four years of
study. Students meeting the graduation
and degree awarding requirements are

eligible to apply for dual degrees.

S



10/17

E RN Z=E Iz T
International Faculty

T CIRELS0%BHY T 5 HRCSIRIE, Tl &
iR T OCRYRAERR. AREIDKA
MoRAHLFNRSRRR, AEERLER
REENERFREEER. FHRAIFERBRR
WEPFIMEMN A BRME, FFEETRAMN
BEENRERERAARIEFRET LT SINAE

ME S ZFrEE

ICPI combines the superior educational
resources of SU and RCSI. All the core
modules are taught in English and over
50% of them are conducted by RCSI. The
teaching system and programme design are
combined with the strengths and
experience of Chinese students'
characteristics in creating new
programmes taught mainly in English.
Students can quickly improve their English
proficiency and learn to think
independently and critically in an

international and multicultural environment.
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ICPI has established the Joint Management
Committee, Joint Academic Committee,
Joint Implementation Committee and Joint
Teaching Guidance Group to ensure the
efficient management of the college. All
curricula and quality of teaching are
overseen by Ministry of Education of China
(MOE), Quality and Qualifications Ireland
(QQI) and Higher Education Authority of
Ireland (HEA).

LI

“HEIU” BIATEFE
Progression System

FREBUHMN LB AERL, RARNE2E R
(ECTS) , H#SFFREMRMEFBRM
PR, BRIBRERIINEFRLTRNELE
W2, ZROFHIRER. ABF. TR
ke AR MERBER, BAERERX
e, TERORFNESR, DERLFERARK
=¥

ICPI adopts the “progression system” and
the European Credit System (ECTS),
specifying phased training objectives and
standards in each academic year. English
courses are listed as compulsory courses
before the second-year core modules. With
the educational objective of "the
coordinated development of knowledge,
skills and self-improvement", the college
designs a high—quality, distinctive and
future—focused curriculum, to strengthen

students' career competitiveness.
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1.Introduction

This four—year dual degree programme
combines clinical and pharmaceutical
sciences and will produce workplace-
ready graduates who can become leaders
in healthcare and innovation. Graduates
will be awarded both a Bachelor of
Science, Pharmacy from SU and a
Bachelor of Science, Pharmacy from RCSI.
You will have a unique educational
experience, learning from expert

academics and an international faculty.

2.Course Details

The Pharmacy programme is delivered
through a modular system. Early modules
provide the foundations, integrating the
themes of health, medicines and the
pharmacist. Year 2 and year 3 include
modules based on the systems of the
body. Each systems—based module
integrates life sciences, chemical and
physical sciences, clinical sciences and
practice.

A structured four—-month placement
occurs in the 7th semester of the
programme. This placement provides
opportunities to learn across different
settings, in leading organizations in the

community, hospitals, pharmaceutical

industry, academia and other places
where pharmacists make a difference,
ensuring that when you graduate, you are
ready for practice.

Case—based learning is a key feature of
the curriculum. Cases are used in all
modules for teaching and assessment.
Patient and public involvement in
education and inter—professional learning
are key features. There is a focus on
active learning, appropriately supported
by technology—enhanced learning.

The teaching and learning strategy gives
you the chance to learn in different ways:
Learning from experts (lectures,
small group teaching, patient contact

sessions)

Learning with others (inter—
professional learning, group—based
activities)

Learning through making (laboratory
practicals, presentations)

Learning through exploring (research,
projects)

Learning through practising

(simulation)

3.Your Future

O

Pharmacists are experts in medicines and
their use across various settings. Our
Pharmacy programme is designed to offer

you a range of career options. After
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obtaining your degree, you will be able to
work in areas such as:

Academia

Design/management of clinical trial
protocols

Analysis of clinical trial data

The pharmaceutical industry

Medical research and development

Patient advocacy

Regulation

Medical writing

Hospital and community pharmacy
We pride ourselves on producing
Pharmacy graduates who are both
knowledgeable in pharmacy science, and
highly skilled practitioners. During your
studies with ICPI, you will have a unique
educational experience. You will learn
from expert academics and an
international faculty and study in one of
the world-class healthcare education
facilities. You will have the opportunity to
undertake career—enhancing placements
and enhance your laboratory research

skills.
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1.Introduction

O

This four—-year dual degree programme
fuses digital technology with traditional
science. It is focused on the latest
scientific discoveries to develop highly
sought—after graduates. Upon completing
their studies, students will be awarded a
Bachelor of Engineering in
Biopharmaceutical Sciences from SU and
a Bachelor of Science in Advanced

Therapeutic Technologies from RCSI.

2.Course Details

O
The BEng BioPharm is a broad, diverse

and cutting—edge programme. This new
science degree equips graduates with the
technical knowledge and power skills to
become future leaders in healthcare
innovation and technology. The mix of
knowledge that programme offers is a key
differentiator. Students get a grounding in
the basic sciences, cutting—edge
technologies, and professional power

skills. The Year 3 industry placement will

allow students to gain invaluable industry
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experience and build their industry
networks and contacts to help their future
careers.

The programme incorporates active
learning techniques with team-based,
individual-focused projects and a
significant practical focus on laboratory
skills and data analysis to ensure
workplace readiness. Key areas covered in
this programme include:

Fundamental sciences: The science of
how the body works—physiology,
biochemistry, chemistry, and anatomy

Genetics and genomics: The role of
genes in disease, patterns of inheritance,
genetics for diagnosis and drug selection

Pharmacology: The science of drugs
and how they work in the body

Computational biology/data analytics:
Statistical analysis and interpretation of
big datasets generated from healthcare
settings using programming languages

Immunology: How the immune system
works in health and disease

Connected health: Wearable devices,
artificial intelligence and machine learning
in the context of health

Pharmaceutics: The science of drug
delivery

Precision medicine: Therapeutic
treatments which are tailored to the
individual

Professional power skills: Develop
critical personal power skills in

competencies
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3.Your Future

This innovative future—focused
programme has been developed in
collaboration with industry experts to
address knowledge and skills gaps in
(bio)pharmaceutical industries.
Graduates are in a position to apply for a
range of varied roles in the
pharmaceutical industry and related
areas, including:

Industry/academia (scientific research)

Drug design and development

Connected medical device design and

development

Data analysis

Project management

Quality assurance

Management consultancy

Start—-ups

Research funding agencies

Team leadership
We pride ourselves on producing
graduates in Biopharmaceutical Sciences
who are both knowledgeable and highly
skilled practitioners. During your studies
with ICPI, you will have a unique
educational experience. You will learn
from expert academics and an
international faculty and study in one of
the world-class healthcare education
facilities. You will have the opportunity to
undertake career—enhancing placements
and enhance your laboratory research

skills.
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1.Introduction

This postgraduate research degree builds
on the world-class research in SU and
RCSI. It will allow you to enhance your
skills, expertise, and specialist knowledge
in your chosen field of study in preparation
for career pathways across many
employment sectors, including higher
education, health, and industry and

entrepreneurial roles.

2.Course Details

At ICPI, we strive to provide you with the
very best in clinical and research support
and support you in your professional
development. As part of that aim, we have
developed a range of core modules which
you will undertake as part of your research
higher degree.

The students will not only learn advanced
theories and technologies in
pharmaceutical sciences, but also be
trained how to succeed in their chosen
career path. The Biostatistics module will
give the student a basic grounding in
statistics and study design, sufficient for
them to be able to outline a study design,
their project. The Advanced Experimental
Techniques and Methods for
Pharmaceutical Research aims to provide
students with a solid grounding in research
and computer skills and a career
professional development framework to
support them throughout their
postgraduate degree and beyond. The

O

Research Design and Paper Writing in

Medicine and Life Science module equip
students with the techniques to become
excellent researchers and communicators
with the added competence of insight and

critical analysis skills.

3.Your Future

Your MSc degree will equip you with a
transferable skill set that is highly valued by
employers, particularly for problem-solving,
critical reasoning, thinking in—depth, the
ability to manage project, and evidence of a
range of soft skills, like communication and
collaboration.
The career future for a master degree
holder in Pharmacy is quite promising. The
healthcare sector continuously expands and
evolves, resulting in a growing demand for
qualified pharmaceutical professionals with
advanced knowledge and skills. Here are a
few potential career paths for someone
with a master's degree in Pharmacy:

PhD in a related field

Academic/Research positions

Pharmaceutical industry

Entrepreneurship

O

INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE
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INNOVATION
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